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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT

masters.wcbc.edu
OR CALL 888.694.9222

As the time for Christ’s return approaches, the need to take a firm stand in the Word of God 

worldwide grows stronger. West Coast Baptist College offers a Master’s Degree in Religious 

Education with concentrations available in biblical studies, Christian education, or church music.

WEST COAST ONLINE
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ALUMNI 
UPDATE
BY ST E PH E N HOUK

It
will be eight years this June 
since my wife Susannah and 
I moved to the beautiful San 
Francisco Bay area. We had 

only been married for six months, and 
college graduates for one month, but we 
were ready to tackle any challenge. Little 
did we know that the Bay Area isn’t 
Lancaster, a place I knew since I was two 
years old. Growing up in the home of a 
preacher, it wasn’t always noticeable or 
clear what my parents went through on a 
daily basis…and to be honest, I took it for 
granted. The first two years of being in the 
Bay Area, we quickly realized that not 
everything was taught in the classroom at 
West Coast, nor could it have ever been 
anticipated. The first few years were rough. 
Being in a multi-ethnic area, where English 
is a second and sometimes third language, 
was hard getting used to—God brought 
the mission field here! Through it all, our 
pastor, Alan Fong, has been very gracious 
and helped us along the way in growing 
with a mentality that ministry is not just 
cleaning or serving, it is when we are used 
to share the life-changing truth of the 
gospel with people.

Over five years ago we had the privilege 
to start a Bible club on the college campus 
at UC Davis, about 15 minutes west 
of Sacramento. The following year we 
expanded to San Jose State University. 
God has truly blessed over the years as we 
recount the students saved and developed 
into servant leaders today. Many of those 
students grew up in the church here, and 
we believe that the preaching of God’s 
Word transforming their heart is what 
kept them faithful and growing in their 
college years.

Also, a huge blessing over the last 
three years has been to see many of our 
neighbors come to church. To the left of us 
lives a sweet Hispanic couple, who from the 
day we moved into our home, has showered 
us and especially our kids with love. This 
has been a constant lesson to us to love our 
neighbors. They claim to be Catholic, but 
are not faithful in attending their church. 
On our Friend Day in October I was rushing 
through the auditorium to get something 
for our college class. When I looked up, lo 
and behold, there they were, Enrique and 
Raquel, waiting for the service to start. It 
caught me off guard. God reminded us that 
it is He that works in the hearts of people, 
and we are just instruments He can use.

We have seen our HOA president, 
Doretta, also attend our church. She has 
had many trials in her life, and is a cancer 
survivor. She loves our church, and has 
come three times this past year.

Another family we are praying and 
reaching out to is the family living behind 
us who uses one of our parking spaces. 
Rafaelle is a single mother with three 
daughters. She works in the public school 
system, and has such a tender heart. 
She loves seeing our kids all dressed up 
for church, and she always is very open 

to attend. Each Christmas we give our 
neighbors a gift from our family—this 
year, Rafaelle and her daughters gave us a 
gift. God is truly working in their hearts. 
Please pray for these families, that God 
will allow us to see them reached with the 
Gospel this year.

The Bay Area is a very difficult and liberal 
area. But over the last seven years, we have 
learned the greatest obstacle we face is 
quite simply…us. When we make excuses 
about someone’s culture or religious 
background, we really are just voicing 
our unbelief in God. God has shown us 
amazing things, but He has shown us that 
He is the one that produces fruit. We are 
thankful that God has not “written off” 
the Bay Area, and that there are several 
churches that are faithfully spreading the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ here. It is our great 
honor to be serving along Pastor Fong and 
a great group of West Coast alumni here 
at Heritage Baptist Church. It is our prayer 
that we give our all for Jesus in 2017.

STEPHEN AND SUSANNAH HOUK have been 

serving at Heritage Baptist Church under the 

leadership of Pastor Alan Fong since 2009.
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WHEREVER YOU 
ARE, BE ALL THERE
BY SUMME R GR E E N

J
im Elliott said, “Wherever you are be all 
there.” Sam and I have spent the last 15 
years loving on teenagers. Why do we still 
work with teens? Working with teens is 
only supposed to be a stepping stone to 

bigger and better things, right? For us, we have 
never viewed teen ministry as something to get 
out of, rather an opportunity to make a real 
difference in the lives of young people. Over the 
past decade and a half we have seen hundreds of 
teens from all walks of life come and go. What 
used to be a group of 95% public school kids, is 
now 50% public 50% private/homeschool.

 When we started out in 2002, no teenager 
carried a cell phone and social media wasn’t heard 
of. Times change, teenagers change but, our God 
stays the same. We have found comfort in the fact 
that Jesus hasn't changed and isn’t going to change. 
His message will always be relevant. Because of His 
unchanging message, we don't worry about being 
relevant with pop culture. We are finding great 
satisfaction in pointing their hearts towards Christ.

 While Sam is focusing on simply studying the 
Bible with the boys, I have introduced my girls 
to Bible journaling. I’m teaching my girls how to 
spend time with God, take notes, talk to Him about 
what He’s shown them, and then CREATE! Bible 
journaling is a way to engage with the Word of God; 
to record personally and in a creative way what God 
is doing in your heart. I must confess, I am not a 
writer. Since being asked to do this article I have lost 
five lbs. and haven't slept a wink! However, if asked 
to draw a picture of what God was doing in our lives 
now, that would have been much easier. As a visual 
learner, Bible journaling has allowed me to connect 
to God’s Word in a more personal and meaningful 
way. Being able to share that with teen girls has been 
so special for me. To look across our youth room and 
see journaling Bibles on laps of numerous teen girls 
gets me all giddy! My desire is for every teen girl to 
fall in love with God and His Word…Lord, may those 
Bibles come alive!

Over the years the Lord has allowed us trials, He 
has shown us miracles, He has covered us with His 
grace and showered us with His blessings. What 
have I learned? All I need is Jesus. He is enough! So 
here we are, 15 years later. This is what we do. We 
LOVE teens. I’m thankful the Lord has allowed me 
to do it with my best friend. (Oh, and the cutest little 
4 year old miracle you ever did see!)

SAM AND SUMMER GREEN serve at Bible 

Baptist Church in Everett, Washington, 

where Sam serves as the youth pastor.

FOR US, WE 
HAVE NEVER 
VIEWED TEEN 
MINISTRY AS 
SOMETHING 
TO GET 
OUT OF, 
RATHER AN 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO MAKE 
A REAL 
DIFFERENCE 
IN THE LIVES 
OF YOUNG 
PEOPLE.

ALUMNI ISSUE 3
If you missed our last issue, 

visit wcbc.edu/alumni and 

download a copy! In it, you’ll 

find articles on Educating for 

Eternity, Three Ways to Reach 

Others, and more.

WCBC.EDU/ALUMNI
We love to hear from you! If you have had a recent change in 

ministry or would like to share family news or prayer requests, feel 

free to contact us at alumni@wcbc.edu or at wcbc.edu/alumni. 
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